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Any public cfficiel who can serve  be “unthinkable” to conclude a”
as the director of a governmeat strategic wrims linitation agreement
agency for five years — and keep  with the Soviet Union “without the
his mouth shat, is deserving of 2 meuns for monitoring compliance,”

metitorious award. But Rmmm.
Helins, head of the Central
Intelligence Ag cency desarves an
award not onlv 101 mindinz his owvn
business — our international securi-
ty — but for domc it in the face
of mountainous vilification from all
about him.

Last week he talked io a coa-
vention of newspaper editors in
Washington, D. C., his first public
speech since 1936 when he became
head of CIA, He made some very
potent points. His address drew lit-
tle notice, nor many headlines. But
what he smd has meaning foY the
frightenzd folk who insist that their
conversatxoqs are bugged, their
telephones tappad, their puwc; in-
vaded. In fact, the CIA “dces not
target onAmeucad citizens,” Helms
asserted.

Helms said the CIA is not an ““in-
visible governmeant.” It is not “in-

volved in world drug traffic.”

International espionage is a fact
of international life. It must be so
long as there are enemies. For in-
stance, Helms said that it \xould
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The United States “mu:t have the !

means of deteccting new!

developments which might convert

ene of the regular Soviet air

dofensc missile systems inlo an
ABM network,” Helms said.

“We make no foreign policy,” he -

said. “The nation must to a d2gree
take it on faith that we too are
honorable men devoted to her
service. 1 can assure you that we
are but T am precluded from
demonstrating it to the public,” he
addead.

“We not only have no stake in
policy debates” within the ad-
ministration “but we cannot and
must not take sides. The role of
intelligence in policy formulation is
limited to providing facts —— the

agreed facts -— and the whole
known range of facts — relevant .
to the problem under con-,

sideration.””.
" The faint hearts, the guilt-forn
cannot see the world as it is. And

as it is, national survival depends:

on accurate intelligence informa-

tion. .-
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